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President’s Letter
Hello fellow NGLCO members,
I would like to start by thanking all who participated in the annual golf
outing. We had great weather and a lot of fun. If you missed it, check
out the pictures on the NGLCO facebook page.
A huge thanks goes out to our sponsors. Our sponsors are the
greatest and deserve recognition for all they do for our organization.
Please support them whenever you can and let them know their support is really appreciated (see list of golf sponsors on page
2)
Also I'd like to thank Dave Kappele for building the
corn hole boards, Erie Shores Golf Course and their incredible staff, Tina Graham, Veronica Nunez and Autumn
Flowers, NGLCO board members (especially Mike and
Hernie) and of course Annette
Wow ! That sounded like an Oscar awards speech. Hopefully I didn't
forget anyone!
The next great event that is coming soon is our Summer Field Day.
The 50th Annual NGLCO Summer Field Day!!!

Doug Diehl, NGLCO President,
Losely Nursery

This is a great milestone for any group, so mark your calendars, get your reservations for a booth to Annette and
get ready for a beautiful day at Chalet Debonne Vineyards.
The date is August 8th 2017. If you can’t find your registration, call Annette or go on the NGLCO.com website
where you can download the entire packet that was sent out months ago.
I hope all of our members will participate by setting up a booth and enjoying a sunny August day with fellow
members and attendees. Our extension agent has arranged for pesticide applicators to attend a class and receive some credits! There will be OCNT testing taking place with the ONLA on site, there will be tours of the
wine production facilities and MUCH MORE!
If anyone knows of suppliers or companies that would like to display or you'd like to see display at the field day,
please contact myself ,Annettte or one of our board members so we can try and make it happen.
Don't forget our annual meeting and our anniversary party that follows field day. We have two live bands!!!
Our goal is to make this the best ever field day, but we need your support and participation. Please invite your
friends, colleagues, customers and anyone you think would like to enjoy a day that showcases our industry and
the fruits of your labor.
We are blessed to work in the green industry and all should be proud of what we do and create. Be proud of it,
let others see your pride, we make the world a better place , one plant at a timeI Just think of all the plants that
you've grown , think of how many have left your nursery ,think of how many plants have left our members nurseries and have gone to bring beauty to other areas of our country. Now think that this has been happening here for
over fifty years, probably closer to a hundred fifty, that's incredible and something to be damn proud of.
So be proud, damn proud! Join us at the field day, invite everyone you know. We'd love to hear stories of the
old days and plans for the future.
Hope to see everyone there
Doug Diehl
NGLCO President
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Calendar of Events
Aug 8, 2017
Aug 8, 2017
Sep 2017
Oct 2017
Nov 14, 2017
Dec 14, 2017
Jan 15-17, 2018
Feb 13, 2018
Mar 11, 2018
Mar 13, 2018
Jun 15, 2018

NGLCO Field Day #50!!!
NGLCO Annual Meeting!
NGLCO/AGI Meeting
NGLCO Meeting
NGLCO Meeting
NGLCO Christmas Meeting!
MGIX Nursery Trade Show
NGLCO Meeting
Daylight Savings Time!
NGLCO Meeting
NGLCO Golf Outing

Debonne Vineyards
Debonne Vineyards
Tour and clambake?
to be announced
tba
tba
Columbus, Ohio
tba

www.nglco.com
www.nglco.com
www.nglco.com
www.nglco.com
www.nglco.com
www.onla.org
www.nglco.com

tba
tba

www.nglco.com
www.nglco.com

NGLCO Golf Outing June 16, 2017
Team Beardslee 1st
Team Fastenol 2nd
Team Madison Shore
Growers
3rd

Lake County Horticultural Specialist!
I look forward to seeing everyone at NGLCO Field Day! After 8 months on the job, I have realized two things. 1.) the
growers in Lake County are hard-working, intelligent and
dedicated people who love plants and are truly helpful people to one another, and 2.) I have a lot to learn. Randy Zondag left big shoes to fill and he is missed.
When I was hired in December of 2016, I had 3 priorities in mind: Build Positive Relationships, be of Service
to Others, and promote Sustainability in the industry. Through site visits, Bi-weekly Integrated Pest Management Meetings and personal continuing education, I am striving to nurture all 3 priorities.
In conjunction with Dave Marrison ANR Educator for Ashtabula, we have 10 Lake County Master Gardener
Interns which will provide outreach along with the 36 active Master Gardeners who provide outreach and
education to Lake County Homeowners and community members.
Pesticide Recertification credit will be available at Field Day. One hour of Core Credit for Private Applicators will be available from 10-11 AM and repeated from 1-2 PM. Bring your card with you. NGLCO is picking
up the fee for credit
Looking ahead, the two greatest challenges facing the industry are finding enough labor and mechanization
within the industry and its cost. We will continue to dialogue and work to solutions in these areas!

Contact: Tom deHaas— dehaas.2@osu.edu
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Nursery Political Outreach!
As small-business-owners many nursery folks (not all!) support small-government conservative
candidates. After the crazy campaigns in 2016 and the tumultuous last six months, it’s not clear where we ended up! Was it a
vote For Trump or a vote Against Hillary? Historians will debate
this for decades. But those of us here in the heartland have to
deal with it and move forward.
Here’s a True Fact...every county in the Ohio 14th District
voted for Trump. Yet Dave Joyce, our Congressman from the
14th, had the resolve and the fearlessness to be one of several
Republican congressman to vote against the flawed congressional health care bill that was sent along to the Senate. However we feel about repeal and replace, this was a brave heroic
act. Perhaps it goes back to our proud, defiant, libertarian roots
here in the Western Reserve.
Under the Trump administration we’ve seen increased deporCongressman Dave Joyce
tations of those nursery workers who arrived illegally under 30
years of flawed immigration policies...and increased challenges Ohio 14th District
to our H2A and H2B guest-worker programs. Congressman
Joyce, a former prosecutor, insists on ’consequences’ for illegal aliens. We agree. We hope he will
support reform of our immigration policies, as did the late Congressman LaTourrette, along with
lawful and reasonable consequences that do not include deportation in every instance.
Chris Matthews, MSNBC, likes to say…’all politics are local’. We saw that recently in Painesville
with a police policy that engaged local officers in federal immigration roundups. A local Latino Advocacy group stood up to the policy and drew a week-long local-NPR focus. Local nurseryman,
Mark Gilson, spoke on behalf of our industry at a packed city council meeting and other events in
support of nursery workers and the Latino community. The Painesville Police Chief is now gone
and the city is reviewing the policy. We must all speak up on behalf of our Latino workers! As an
industry, we must make it clear that we do not support or encourage illegal immigration, yet we
require legal seasonal workers. Agricultural work is often the first rung on the immigrant’s ladder
to America. We supported the English, Italians, Hungarians, Dutch, Puerto Ricans and others… in
this American Journey. How can we assist and facilitate our Mexican immigrants?

DOL Audits
Local signs-of-summer in Lake County...midges
off the Lake, algae blooms, Queen-Ann’s-Lace...and
DOL auditors. Annually they hit the H2A growers.
This year they also hit smaller non-H2A growers as
well. Arriving with no notice on our busiest day,
they demand long consultations with senior management followed by secret interviews with Spanish
-speaking workers. Followup documentation can
take weeks. Remarkably, most growers survived
this process with minor infractions. Talk to Gilsons,
Klyns, Brotzmans, Stropkeys, Springlake and others
about their experiences.

As a non-profit organization, NGLCO is
precluded from endorsing particular
candidates. However, we can and
must address specific electoral and
regulatory issues affecting our industry! Please support our ONLA-PAC
and support your own candidates.
Get involved at the local, state and
national levels...don’t put it off! As
small business owners, we can and
must make a difference!
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Field Day and Annual Meeting
Our Field Day host!

Chalet Debonne
Vineyards
Largest estate winery in
Ohio with Cellar Rats Micro Brewery!
Tony Debevc was an OSU
Grad in the late-1960s with
lots of nursery folks. He and
his wife Beth and son ‘Little
Tony’ , plus a talented and
committed cast of workers,
have created a destinationwinery in South Madison!
We are fortunate they are
hosting their third NGLCO
Field Day!
Photos: great advice! The Shreibers, Father
and Son, Fred’s Water Service. NGLCO President Doug Diehl, Losely Nursery, supervising
Field Day setup 2016.
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Field Day and Annual Meeting
Our Field DaySponsors 2017!
Harrell’s
Aris Company
Pam’s Perennials
Helena Chemical
Phelps Ohio Nursery
Stropkey Nursery
ICL Specialities
Valley Ford/Truck
Zupscan Nursery
All About Groundcovers
Dayton Bag & Burlap
TH Blue
Klyn Nurseries
Bayer Ornamentals
T&O/Gowan Chemical
BFG Supply

Water
Toilets
Breakfast
Breakfast
Breakfast
Breakfast
Appetizers
Appetizers
Appetizers
Appetizers
Lunch
Lunch
Lunch
Lunch
Lunch
Lunch

Please thank our Sponsors!
ONLA has purchased a limited number of FREE TICKETS to NGLCO Field
Day! Contact ONLA to provide FREE
TICKETS for your customers and employees!

www.onla.org

Is that an Invasive Plant?
Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) is finalizing
rules for invasive plants. The latest comment period
ended July 24th with lots of input from all sides.
At this point, the draft rule contains a list of invasive
plants that includes Pyrus Calleryana, a major profitmaker for Ohio nurseries. Pyrus will be phased out of the
industry over five years after which its production or sale
will be illegal.
In 2002 the nursery industry endorsed voluntary rules
that included removing plants deemed to be ‘invasive’
from trade and production. After some mis-starts, Ohio
Invasive Plants Council (OIPC) drafted a science-based
protocol for determining ’invasiveness’ in collaboration
with the Ohio Nursery and Landscape Association
(ONLA).
In 2012 a 5-person ’Assessment Team’ with two researchers selected by ONLA began reviewing selected
species and cultivars. Before going on the OIPC invasive
list for Ohio, plant assessments are subject to a six-month
comment period. In addition to Pyrus, plants on the OIPC
list include miscanthus sinensis, euonymus fortunei and
more. OIPC assessments pertain only to the species or
cultivar examined, not all other cultivars.
ONLA initiated Ohio Senate Bill 192 in 2014 that established ODA as the primary regulatory authority with
regard to invasive plants in Ohio. ODA studied this matter for over two years before issuing their draft proposal.
Species listed as ‘invasive’ by ODA include all cultivars.
However, at this time, ODA is only including certain
plants from the more extensive OIPC list.
Learn more and stay up-to-date at www.OIPC.info.

Out and About...
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Golf Outing Sponsors!
AM Leonard
Bayer Associates
BFG
Briar Rose Nursery
Cherokee Manufacturing
Cope Farm Equipment
Crop Production Services
Davey Tree
Davis Tree
Dayton Bag and Burlap
Farm Credit
Hans Nelson Tree Farm
Harrell's
Herman Losely and Son
ICL Specialties
Lynx Associates
Mentor MFG
NAPA
North Coast Perennials
NYP
ONLA
Phelps Ohio Wholesale
Target Specialties
TH Blue
The Hose Shack
United Label
Valley Ford Truck Sales

Harrells Golf team with fans

Many were surprised when Gilson Gardens closed its garden center at the end of June and announced plans to liquidate the wholesale nursery, if possible, by the end of the season. Mark Gilson, third
generation owner, past NGLCO president, comments: ‘Only 12% of
family businesses survive to the third generation...only 3% to the
fourth. While it’s very sad, our 70-year-run represents an achievement. My wife and I turn 65 this year and while we’ve been profitable for the past two years, its been rough and now its time to begin
a new chapter.’
In other nursery transactions, Pete Turkenburg sold his Middle
Ridge Farm earlier this summer to neighbor Cottage Gardens. PennOhio Nursery, owned by the Kraynaks of Pennsylvania, recently purchased the fields of former Norman’s Nursery on Park Road in
Painesville Township.
Bob and Carol Lyons, nursery icons, former owners of Sunleaf
Nursery in Madison (now owned by Petitti’s), former NGLCO presidents, auctioned off the last of their equipment in June and finished
moving from their home in Madison to their new home in Tennessee.
We all wish them well and thank them for their many contributions
to our industry!
In 2014 John Pogacnik (Lake Metroparks) led the first beechblight walk-about with Chad Klink (Holden), Jim Chatfield (OSU) and
Mark Gilson. A second walk-about took place recently with Tom
Dehaas (local OSU extension). Not much more is known, except that
local American Beech trees are dying rapidly and it may be spreading
to European Beech. An OSU Researcher has received a grant to study
the problem.
Local nursery icon, Jim Zampini, plant breeder, nursery historian,
past NGLCO president, passed away in April. He will be missed. Jim
was 85.
Lake County Development Council (LCDC), agribusiness committee, under the direction of NGLCO member Ernie Brass, is undertaking the fourth step in its study and facilitation of agriculture in Lake
County. Following economic impact studies of the grape industry,
nursery industry, traditional agriculture, the group is now pursuing a
Business Retention and Development Study of the $135 Million combined agriculture industry in Lake County.
The LCDC Ag R&D Study landed in July at the Lake County Port Authority, a major local economic driver, for a breakfast meeting. Tony
Debevc, Field Day Host, and past board member of the Port Authority, along with County Commissioners Dan Troy, a longtime friend of
our industry, and Jerry Cirino, plus representatives of OSU-Extension,
Lake Soil & Water, local Farm Bureau and the nursery industry
floated ideas for facilitating agriculture in Lake County. Stay tuned!
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Meet our NGLCO President Elect!
Kevin Czajka
Kevin is a seasoned nursery professional, currently the sales manager
for Klyn Nurseries...our only remaining charter member from the beginning of our association in 1927! Klyn’s
is a wholesale nursery serving landscape contractors, re-wholesalers,
retail garden centers and municipalities from Illinois to New York.
Kevin is a resident of Twinsburg,
and he commutes back and forth
every day!
We celebrate Kevin’s commitment
in taking on this role, and also that of
his employer, Klyn Nurseries. This is a
demanding job and we appreciate the Incoming NGLCO President Kevin Czajka
seated with his boss, Bill Hendricks, looking
encouragement and support of our
over a to-do-list for the day
President’s employer!
Previously, Kevin worked for Timberscapes, SiteOne (formerly John Deere
Landscapes), Shemin Nurseries and McHenry Landscaping in Newbury.
Kevin holds a Certificate in Nursery Production from Lakeland Community
College and a Certification in Landscape Horticulture from Cleveland State
University. In addition, Kevin studied at John Carroll University and Ohio University. On the side, Kevin has volunteered in major roles with Boy Scouts of
America!
We are lucky to have such a committed individual standing up to run
NGLCO in 2017 and 2018! It’s great when our major growers such as Klyn
Nurseries support NGLCO leadership...as did Losely Nursery in supporting
Doug Diehl, our outgoing President!

Photos:
Joe Dawson, Past President, Valley Ford;
Ed Losely, Losely Nursery, & Governor Voinovich
with Randy Zondag and Bob Endebrock providing
security.
Pot-in-pot production at Willoway Nursery
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Meet our New
Board Members!
(subject to your vote at
the Annual Meeting)
President:
Kevin Czajka
Klyn Nurseries
President-elect:
Mike Scott
Briar Rose Nursery
Past-President:
Doug Diehl
Losely Nursery
Board Members:
Brian Sabo
Sabo’s Woodside
Hernie Rosado
Ridge Manor
Joe Dawson
Valley Ford Truck Sales
PJ Baldtree
Loselys
Have you ever thought
about being a player at
NGLCO? A board member? A volunteer? Have
you served before and
want to get back in the
game? It’s fun and rewarding; it can boost your
career visibility; it can help
hone your administrative
skills. Talk to our president
if you want to put your
name on the list for future
positions!

Nurseries of the Past: Kohankies
The Kohankie nursery dynasty began in 1856 when Henry and Julius, sons of
a Prussian immigrant, came to Lake County. Of seven brothers in that family,
five would become horticulturists. Henry worked at Storrs & Harrison Nursery
for 25 years, operating their cold-storage-cellars during the 1890s. In 1900 he
founded Euclid Avenue Nursery in East Cleveland with William Metcalf, but in
1903 returned to Painesville and Henry Kohankie & Son nursery on North
Ridge Road, which he operated with his school-age son, Henry Jr. Like many
local nurserymen, he provided landscaping and design services for large estates in Cleveland. He died in 1909 after working late in the sleet and rain on
the Schofield property alongside Charles Murphy from Call’s Nursery (Perry).
The obituary in Florist’s Review indicates he’d been suffering from intestinal
problems for some time and insisted, until hours before his death, that this
was not a major health matter.
Henry Jr. at age-22 took over the 100-acre nursery and eventually expanded it to over 1000 acres. Like Storrs & Harrison in the century before, the
Kohankie operation became the most prominent nursery in the country.
Sometimes we are asked why current-day nurseries carry so many items. This
notion of tremendous nursery diversity began with those iconic giants. It was
said of Kohankies, ‘If it can be grown here, you will find it at Kohankies’. Some
recall that Kohankies disliked ‘cherry picking’ by their customers. If you
stopped by for some of their specialty items, they insisted you fill up your
truck with ‘bread and butter plants’ as well!
Henry Jr. became a nationally acclaimed plantsman and grower. As with
Storrs & Harrison and Wayside Gardens, the Kohankie catalogs became encyclopedic teaching tools of the era. At his home in the ‘Cherry Hill’ area off
Mentor Avenue (across from Hellriegel’s Restaurant) he established many
specimens for display (nearby nurseries included Donewell and Bosleys).
Henry Jr retired in 1954 and sold the operation to Horton Nursery of Mentor
(another famous family dynasty!) rendering them the largest nursery in Ohio
and fourth-largest in the country.
Julius Kohankie, brother of Henry Sr., also worked for Storrs & Harrison
Nursery, leaving in 1913 to begin his own operation specializing in perennials.
He operated from Erie Street (Route 20) in Painesville and supplied plants and
designs for many estates in the area, including Perkins, Brooks, Chisholm,
Steel, Vail and Minch. Charles Kohankie, son of Julius, took over the business
in 1936 but his father survived until 1952.
Another of the original brothers, Samuel, worked at Storrs & Harrison Nursery until his retirement in 1928. Tragically, his 12-year-old son was killed in
1901 by a ‘fast mail train’ in Painesville near the nursery, on his way home
from fishing at a local pond with a friend, the same year William Storrs, son of
Jesse Storrs, was killed moving a nursery digging machine.
Today another aging generation tends the cultivated rows and walks the
nursery lanes at dusk. Some large former Kohankie fields continue in production to this day. Others, despite the growth of housing developments and
freeways in Eastern Lake County, remain in overgrown shrubs and trees that
recall those long-ago efforts…the diversity of dreams and offerings.
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‘We provide color, shade, evergreens and outdoor living
space...as well as needed natural connections...for Ohio,
America and the gardening public.’

(NGLCO Elevator Conversation)

NGLCO Officers and Board
Members:
President:
Doug Diehl,, Losely Nursery
President-elect:
Kevin Czajka, Klyn Nurseries
Past President
Gary Meivogel, Ridge Manor
Board Members:
Brian Sabo, Sabo’s Woodside
Hernie Rosado, Ridge Manor
Joe Dawson, Valley Ford Truck
Sales
Mike Scott, Briar Rose Nursery
Charles Tubesing, Board Advisory
The Holden Arboretum
Tom Dehaas, Board Advisory
OSU Extension
Executive Director:
Annette Howard Madison Shore
Growers
Finance Director:
Carol Lyons
Website:
Dan Means
Newsletter Writer/Editor:
Mark Gilson, Gilson Gardens

A Historic Region
In 1858 two nurserymen formed a partnership that would one-day become the
largest nursery in the world. Attracted to
the southern edge of Lake Erie by favorable climate and fine soils, this partnership continues today through a dynamic
industry producing high-quality trees,
shrubs, container-plants and perennials.
Over 80 years ago a local association was
formed to foster trade and provide education. Today the Nursery Growers of Lake
County Ohio (NGLCO) represents over 140
growers and suppliers throughout eight
counties comprising Northeastern Ohio.
Strategically positioned within 500
miles of 2/3 of the U.S. population, local
growers provide a wide assortment of
plants throughout the Midwest, East
Coast and beyond. Cutting-edge production and growing techniques are employed to produce robust, uniform, highvalue containerized and field-dug materials. Pot-in-pot, large specimens, new introductions and finished containers ready
for thigh-to-eye presentation before discriminating customers…the nurseries of
Lake County Ohio offer it all!
The original partnership, Storrs and
Harrison Nursery, continued well into the
next century and was followed by Kohankie Nursery, Cole’s, Champions, Wayside
Gardens plus many others, large and
small. Contact your local grower or
NGLCO to arrange a tour of this historic
region.

Photos
Sonia Brotzman, Brotzman’s Nursery
Andy Antosh, NGLCO past president,
Agora Farm (now with Petitti Group).
Andy was Jim Schroeder’s right-handman. Sadly he passed away some
years ago.

