President’s Letter
Hello, I am honored to take the helm as the next president of the
NGLCO. I think this is going to be a different year having to navigate
through our new normal so to speak. That being said I am optimistic
that our organization will stay strong and continue to move forward.
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I’d like to thank Hernie Rosado (Ridge Manor Nursery) our new past
president and outgoing board members Mike Scott (Klyn Nursery) and
Jim Ratliff (NYP-Corp) for their service. I would also like to welcome our
new board members, Marie McConnell (Lake County Nursery) and Mary
Beth Miller (Herman Losely & Son).

We have decided to hold off on our November meeting due to concerns
from the spike in the virus. Our board discussed Christmas options
which left us deciding to cancel the Christmas party but continue the
toy and food collections. Future in-person and or online meetings are
being discussed. If anyone has a particular topic they would like to explore please feel free to give me a call and we’ll see if we can put something together.
Cathee is working on getting our directory for this upcoming year together. We still have several active and associate members that have
not signed up please check your email for invoices and get them in.

2020 REMEMBER
Dec. 8
Toy and Food
Donations due at drop sites
See page 10 for details

The unexpected silver lining to our current situation has given us an upturn in business and tapped into a whole new customer base. We’ve
seen many people who are new to gardening in our store and our customers’ stores and hopefully this trend will continue.
If anyone has any questions or concerns please give me a call.
Thank you,

Brian J. Sabo
Sabo’s Woodside Nursery, Inc.
Cell: 440-339-1871
Office: 440-466-9523

Annual Dinner / Meeting /Awards
October 13, 2020
Lake County History Center

Charles Tubesing receives 2020 Emeritus Award
Tim Brotzman was honored to speak of his long time friend and associate saying, “Every one of us have people we turn to for insights on
what plants to grow, where to get them, how to propagate, how they
should be used, their cultural needs, as well as environmental impact.
We all know how valuable these individuals are and should never underestimate how important their contributions are to this complex
industry of ours.
This year’s honoree has provided all these skills and much more, possessing astute powers of observation
and a scientific approach to their interpretation.”
Charles (Holden Forests & Gardens) has served NGLCO as an advisor to the Executive Bord for 19 years. He
retired from the Holden Arboretum in June, after spending 33 years enhancing the plant collections and
educational programs.

Tom Green receives the Outstanding in the Field Award
However, Tom (Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery) was not present to accept the
award because he was busy doing one of the many things that earned him the
nomination, helping with the 2020 Landscape Olympics. He is indeed an asset to
our organization and a role model for those considering horticulture as their
career path.
“Tom Green is the true epidemy of a
gentleman and is due respect for his teachings,
in his knowledge and ways of conducting business.
You are someone we all look up to you, your smile warms the
room, your words inspire many, your humbleness is what we all
should strive for and your heart is made of gold.
His approach to sales is unique in that his focus is on cultivating a
partnership to help his customers make decisions and provide his
expertise that will make their growing more successful,” Marie
McConnell remarked as she spoke about Tom.

Many thanks to our Annual Dinner sponsor . . .

Thank you to the Lake County
Commissioner candidates who
came to share their ideas and why they each felt
most able to do the job; and to Rockway Catering, for once again providing an outstanding

Be on the LOOK OUT! Spotted Lanternfly is coming!
On a recent shipment of nursery stock out of Pennsylvania to one of our
local nurseries in Lake County, it was determined that the area from
which the plants were shipped had infestations of Spotted Lanternfly.
Our ODA inspector confirmed finding 10 dead adult Spotted Lanternfly
that arrived with the shipment. Much concern has been raised about this
invasive insect as it has devastated the grape and fruit industry in Pennsylvania. I addition, the pest has a wide host range of nursery stock as
well. Over 70 plants are on this list:

https://academic.oup.com/jipm/article/6/1/20/2936989
It’s concerning that this could have a great effect on Nurseries, Vineyards,
and Orchards. Keep an eye out for more information and the insect as
well!

Welcome New Board members:
Marie McConnell and Mary Beth Miller
left to right
President-Elect: Hillary Brotzman
below with her new fiancé

20-2021 Executive Board of Directors
Brian Sabo: President
Hernie Rosado: Past-president
Hillary Brotzman, President-elect
Tom Roth, Meadowood Enterprises
Jenn Bryant, Klyn Nurseries, Inc.
Marie McConnell Lake County Nursery
Mary Beth Miller Herman Losely & Son, Inc.
Cathee Thomas: Executive Administrator
Veronica Nunez: Treasurer
Advisors
Field Day Advisor: Doug Diehl, Herman Losely & Son, Inc.
Advisor: Roger Gettig, Holden Forests and Gardens
Advisor: Thomas de Haas, OSU Extension
Advisor: Stacy Lorenz, Tri-C

September 11 at Madison Country Club
And the winner was:

Thank you to the SPONSORS of the
NGLCO 2020 GOLF OUTING
Bayer Greenhouse and Nursery
Catchmaster
Chagrin Valley Nurseries, Inc.
Dixon Golf
Farm Credit Mid-America
Gowan USA
Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery
Harrell’s
Herman Losely & Son Nursery
Madison Country Club
North Coast Perennials
NYP Corp
T.H. Blue, Inc.
Sabo’s Woodside Nursery, Inc.

Congratulations to the First Place team -Dave Demore Nursery Sales
Second place team—Chagrin Valley Nursery (Vic’s Team)
Third place team—Jim Norris Team

Help for Farmers
The Farm Bureau held a meeting led by Organizational Director Mandy Orahood last year to
discuss the alarming rise of suicide deaths among farmers. According to statistics, the rates of
suicide for farmers are twice that of the general population.
In light of events in 2020 there is cause for increased concern. Hugs and having loved ones
close by are pretty therapeutic ,so the distancing and isolation that has been imposed on us
may serve to protect on one hand, but is emotionally draining on the other.
The upcoming holiday season can also have a negative effect on many of us. So it is important
not to loose touch with the people we care about of know are in challenging situations.
Several Senate and House representatives attended the meeting along with the Lake County
Sherriff’s office, Farmpark, NGLCO and Compass Line, a mental health resource for residents
of Lake County. The most pressing concern was how to reach and provide help to our farmers
when there is a stigma associated with mental health.
Different ideas included reaching out to local religious leaders who may be better positioned to
notice needs and talk to their farmers, having a free community mental health screening event,
reaching out to spouses and family members, and disseminating more information out to the
public to reduce the stigma attached to mental health.
Discussions are only as effective as the actions that follow and there is a lot of action that
needs to take place in order to get the help our farmers need. The following websites are good
places to start if you need help or know anyone that does need help:
http://www.helpthatworks.us/compass-line/ Compass Line Mental Health
https://ofbf.org/counties/lake/ Ohio Farm Bureau
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/gotyourback/ Got Your Back Campaign
https://www.ohiospf.org/ Ohio Suicide Prevention Foundation

Past ~ Present ~ Future
As we look back over the past year, we have much to be thankful for. Our dedicated members who
faithfully renew their support, our generous event sponsors who help facilitate our programs and
events, our board members who so graciously give of their valuable time and expertise to help navigate the NGLCO through sometimes troubled waters and uncertain times.
We are working to find our way in the virtual world while our roots keep us focus on today’s needs.
Something I have learned in talking with the Project Hope and the Perry and Madison Food Centers,
is the difference between need and want. Toys are nice, but food is essential and as they address
the needs of others, they look to the community for help.
Madison Food Center gets much of its food supply from the Cleveland Food Bank, but frequently
falls short on protein and would greatly appreciate hams and turkey—these are things we can purchase and drop off with financial donations.
Here is a reminder of some of what the NGLCO has done during the last fiscal year . . .
October 9, 2019
Clambake at Brian Sabo’s - Sponsored by Hans Nelson & Sons
November 11, 2019
Round Table Dinner Meeting at Fairport Harbor Yacht Club Sponsored by Brotzman’s Nursery
December 10, 2019
Christmas Party at Sammy K’s Sponsored by Meadowood Enterprises and NYP Corp
February 13, 2020
Transitioning Your Nursery Fairport Harbor Yacht Club with dinner prepared by NGLCO Board
Sponsored by ICL Specialty Fertilizers
Covid interruptus
August 13, 2020
2020 Reboot: Getting it Together at Debonne
September 11, 2020
Golf Outing at Madison Country Club images and sponsors on pages 6 & 7
In 2021 we are working to start the year with a series of three virtual programs and would like your
input. We have ideas we are working on and welcome more from you. The board would also like to
know your preference for morning, afternoon or evening programs as these will be presented Jan.,
Feb. and March.

